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Recently at ABC-Rockville:  
 

 

 

Members of ABC-Rockville gather around the fire for our annual sock burning in 

March at Commander Paula’s house.  This ritual signifies spring is here, sheds 

those winter socks and announces that the boating season is set to begin! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander’s Corner 

Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

:  

ow… so this is my first article as Commander.  It reminds 

me of the first time I took the helm with a boatload of 

sailors—most with much more experience than me. Yep… 

that is exactly what it feels like. But I have the helm for the next 11 

months and if I do not pick a direction and chart a course, I know that 

at best, we will go nowhere, and at worst, we might end up on the 

rocks. Me?  I want to go somewhere fun—so let me lay out a course. 

 

The US Power Squadrons (USPS) has more than a 100-year history 

of educating boaters, making boating more fun by bringing members 

together, and serving the boating community by educating and 

mobilizing its members to protect the natural and manmade resources 

that make boating possible. Over the last year, USPS made what some 

consider a minor course correction while others regard it as a “Rule 

8” maneuver (early and obvious action to avoid a collision for anyone

W 
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who has not memorized the COLREGS by number)!  We are now 

known as America’s Boating Club, and a name says a lot. This 

fresh, new image lets everyone outside the organization better 

understand what is in the organization—a lot of people who want 

to have fun on the water. Boating is, by its very nature, fun—but 

when you can share the experience with others, it makes memories 

that last a lifetime. 

 

Over the next year, I want to work to make boating even more fun 

for our members—and encourage others to join in the fun.  Much 

of my enjoyment of sailing comes from my work with the Sea 

Scouts and my interactions with all of you.  Sailing gets us off our 

electronic devices and out on the water where the air is fresh, the 

sun is warm, the waves are exhilarating, and the crew is an 

unending source of amusement, enlightenment, and enjoyment.  

When I see my Sea Scouts having fun, I cannot help but feel sorry 

for their parents and siblings at home.  When we are rafted up as a 

club, I wonder if the members who are not there realize just what 

they are missing out on.  Sometimes, sailing gets me outside my 

comfort zone, but with the mentorship and friendship of other club 

members, it enables me to learn new things and experience success 

I never would have imagined possible.  Let’s not be stingy—let’s 

share a good thing. My goals for this next year are to promote 

member retention and growth; to work with other squadrons 

and outside organizations to enhance what we have to offer our 

members; and whether it is through minor course corrections or 

“Rule 8” maneuvers, work with others to embrace change in 

how we do things, if it will steer us toward a brighter horizon. 

 

Hanging on the bulkhead aboard INVICTUS is a quote from L. 

Francis Herreshoff, naval architect and designer: “The cabin of a 

small yacht is truly a wonderful thing; not only will it shelter you 

from a tempest, but from the other troubles in life, it is a safe 

retreat.”  Being on a boat is my happy place—whether I am sailing 

wing-on-wing at a brisk 7 knots, or with my limbs tied in a knot in 

the engine room turning wrenches… but what makes it my favorite 

place is having friends aboard to share in the experience.  This year 

let’s get out on the water more—and get more of our friends (old 

and new) out there with us. 
CONTENTS 
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Treasurer’s Notes 

Lt/C Mike Joyce 

 
 

his is my first article as Treasurer after taking 

over from Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP.   I do not 

exactly recall what sort of coercion technique P/C 

Brian Reed, JN used to convince me but I am glad to 

be your new Treasurer.  I hope I can do as good a job 

as Jeff.  With a lot of Jeff’s help, I believe I have 

access to all the bank accounts and accounting 

software I need.  Of course, there are some nuances 

that I am still learning.  One thing I have learned is 

the Treasurer’s Mantra – All expenditures must be 

approved by the Executive Committee (ExCom) and 

have documentation.  Which brings me to next year’s 

budget.  As Jeff indicated last month, the 2019-2020 

budget is in development and will be discussed and 

probably approved at the next ExCom.  Do not expect 

a drastic difference from last year.   

 

I would like to thank Jeff for his time in helping me 

transition to the new Treasurer role and I look forward 

to being part of ABC Rockville’s operations. 
CONTENTS 

        
 

Junior Navigation Online Course 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

 

 

 – Mid-Atlantic District intends to offer 

an online district wide Junior Navigation 

(JN) course. The prerequisite to enrolling in the JN 

course is the successful completion of the Advance 

Piloting (AP) course exam. The course will be given 

online except for a one-day sight taking session to be 

held during the spring and summer. The first online 

session will be designed to introduce the marine 

sextant and explain the JN course sight requirements. 

The other online course sessions will begin in mid-

September. By that time, all sight folders will need to 

be completed. The sight taking session will be given 

at selected locations around the District in May and 

later in the summer. Attendance at one of the sight 

taking session will be mandated. 

 

To participate in the course, students will need a 

computer and an internet connection. 

“FreeConferenceCall.com,” a free program, will be 

used to allow communication between the students 

and the instructors. A document which explains how 

to log onto the online course sessions and the etiquette 

of participating in an online course will be sent to all 

enrollees. The instructors will be able to speak to the 

students and share their computer screens with the 

students. Likewise, the students will be able to 

communicate with the class and when the instructor 

wishes and with the permission of the student, the 

latter’s screen will be visible to the entire class. 

 

During the spring and summer sight taking sessions, 

instructors will help the students learn how to use the 

marine sextant. Ideally, there will be one instructor 

for each four students. We will need Mid-Atlantic 

volunteers who have completed JN to make this 

possible. 

 

D/5 members Jim Heckman, SN and Bill 

McManimen, SN will be the course leaders. Other 

D/5 members who have completed the JN course are 

welcome as instructors. Their help would be greatly 

appreciated during the sight taking sessions. In 

addition, all instructors are invited to sit in on any or 

all of the online course sessions and a limited number 

to teach all or part of an online lecture. Instructors, 

whether or not they wish to help teach JN, but wish to 

learn more about how to teach an online course may 

“sit in” on the course. The first couple of online 

sessions would be most helpful to the latter group. 

 

Please let me know (alankarpas@verizon.net or 

301.757.5905) if you would like to enroll in this 

course or would like to help teach it.  P/C Brian Reed, 

JN and I will coordinate enrollment with District 5 for 

those from ABC-Rockville who wish to take this 

course. 
CONTENTS 
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Education Log 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

P/C Brian Reed, JN 

 

e would like to thank Jon Griffin for a smooth 

transition in the SEO position.  Jon had two 

courses lined up when we took over, Cruise Planning 

and Marine Electrical Systems. We got the required 

students in both classes and by the time you read this, 

they either just finished (Cruise Planning) or just 

started (Marine Electrical Systems, MES).    

 

We had scheduled an 8 hour – 4 session Public 

Boating Class at Walter Johnson High School in 

Bethesda to begin on 15 April and have moved the 

start date to Monday, 6 May.  Please let us know 

ASAP if you or any of your family members are 

interested in taking the class.   

 

Your Education Department recently hosted three 

successful events at West Marine/Herrington Harbor 

North in Tracy’s Landing.  They were the Boating 

Simulator, Weather Seminar, and Automatic 

Identification System (AIS) seminars.  

 

Cruise Planning is in its final stage with Julien 

Hofberg leading the class.  MES started on 9 April 

with Joe Gibson as the lead instructor. 

 

The Boating Simulator was a big hit, and we want to 

thank Paula Sind-Pruner, Denise Allen, Chuck Wells 

and Mike Joyce for participating in the unit’s 

demonstration at Tracy’s Landing. 

 

On 29 March we conducted the Weather Seminar in a 

slightly different format than in the past.  We invited 

a meteorologist from the National Weather Service to 

do the presentation.  The evaluations were all 

excellent.   

 

Our AIS seminar on 13 April was presented by Paul 

Mermelstein.  A special thanks goes out to Paul for 

not just conducting the seminar but for creating it.  He 

put together a new PowerPoint presentation.  The 

evaluations from the participants reflected the 

outstanding job Paul did in his presentation.  Since 

only one Rockville member attended the seminar, I 

suggest we repeat this seminar for our members. 

 

What are our future educational offerings?  We need 

your suggestions on what would be useful for you.  

The following link will take you to all of the courses 

offered by National.  Please let us know which course 

you would like to take: 

https://americasboatingclub.org/education-

matters/in-person-boating-education/courses. 

 

We have the ability to create our own classes and 

seminars. We are not bound by the ones offered by 

National.  If you want to know something, we can 

probably find an expert in that subject. We created our 

own "How to Buy a Boat" seminar and as stated 

above, Paul created our AIS seminar.  With several 

veterans who have traversed the Intracoastal 

Waterway, we can do an overview and Q&A on that 

subject as either part of our Dine and Learn or as a 

seminar. Ever wanted to do fiberglass repair? That 

would be a fun yet sticky class. The options are 

endless. 

 

Generally, if we get a couple of people showing 

interest in one course or seminar, we will put it on the 

calendar and see if we can gather a few more to make 

the five student minimum. YOUR feedback is what 

we need to get that process started! We do not usually 

get much planning feedback so anything you send us 

will carry a fair amount of weight.  
 

CONTENTS 
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Executive View 

Lt/C Chris Smith 

 

In 2019, National Safe Boating Week runs from 18-

24 May.  When looking at some of the facts and 

figures of key boating statistics, it really makes one 

wonder “how many people on the water really have 

no clue?”  Take a look at the following excerpted 

from the http://www.safeboating.com website: 

 
All figures are from the U.S. Coast Guard’s 2017 

Recreational Boating Safety Statistics, the latest 

official record of reported recreational boating 

accidents.  

 

Key Facts 

 

 Drowning was reported as the cause of death 

in 76 percent of all fatalities (four out of five 

people died from drowning). 

 Approximately 84.5 percent of those who 

drowned were not wearing life jackets. 

 In 2017, the Coast Guard counted 4,291 

accidents that involved 658 deaths, 2,629 

injuries and approximately $46 million of 

damage to property as a result of recreational 

boating accidents. 

 The fatality rate was 5.5 deaths per 100,000 

registered recreational vessels. This rate 

represents a 6.8 percent decrease from the 

2016 fatality rate of 5.9 deaths per 100,000 

registered recreational vessels. 

 Only 14 percent of deaths occurred on boats 

where the operator had received boating 

safety instruction. 

 Operator inattention, improper lookout, 

operator inexperience, machinery failure and 

alcohol use as the top five primary 

contributing factors in accidents. 

 Alcohol use is the leading known contributing 

factor in fatal boating accidents. Where the 

primary cause was known, alcohol was listed 

as the leading factor in 19 percent of deaths. 

 Where data was known, the most common 

types of vessels involved in reported accidents 

were open motorboats (46 percent), personal 

watercraft (18 percent) and cabin motorboats 

(16 percent). 

 

 Data Snapshot 

 

 Fatalities: 658 

 Drownings: 449 

 Injuries (requiring medical treatment beyond 

first aid): 2,629 

 Boating accidents: 4,291 

 Property damage: $49,992,120 

 Number of registered recreational boats in the 

U.S.: 11,961,568 

 

Life Jacket Facts 

 
Most boaters know they are required to have a U.S. 

Coast Guard-approved wearable life jacket on board 

for every person on their boat. Boating safety 

advocates recommend that all boaters and passengers 

not only have a life jacket, but wear it at all times 

while boating.  

 

Accidents on the water can happen much too fast to 

reach and put on a stowed life jacket. Drowning is the 

reported cause of death in 76 percent of all boating 

fatalities – and 84.5 percent of drowning victims in 

recreational boating accidents were not wearing a life 

jacket in 2017.  

 

The good news is that today’s life jackets are much 

more comfortable, lightweight and stylish than the 

bulky orange style most boaters know. Life jackets 

that use inflatable technologies are cool and 

comfortable. They may resemble a pair of suspenders 

or a belt pack. Many inflate automatically when 

immersed in water.   
                              CONTENTS 
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Vessel Safety Checks 

P/C Jeff McKinney, JN 

 

 

 recently returned from the USPS Annual Meeting, 

and as suspected, that are no changes to what we 

are going to be looking for on your boat.  If you are 

not sure what is needed, follow this link to do a 

“Virtual VSC” 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=V-

DEPT&category=virtual-safety-check.  If you have a 

question about something or are ready for your FREE 

VSC, give one of the ABC-Rockville examiners a 

shout. We will be glad to help.  

 

The team this year consists of Jim Brown, Joel David, 

Julien Hofberg, Paul Mermelstein, Steve Permison, 

Paula Sind-Prunier, and yours truly.  Jim is making 

his way north from Florida and should be here soon.  

He already has over 80 exams done since January. 

You probably heard about the big fire extinguisher 

recall by the Kidde Company last year.  It is still going 

on so if you have not checked yours yet, do it now.  

The USPS Member page has a direct link to the Safety 

Committee web page with all sorts of details 

https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/12000/

12900. 

Last fall I reported on the increasing problem of 

electrical interference caused by LED lighting on 

boats. This is reportedly more likely if the LED lights 

are near the VHF radio or the antenna (as on a 

masthead). Your navigation lights, general lighting in 

the cabin, or elsewhere on board can be the cause.  

Like many of you, I installed LED navigation and 

interior cabin lights to reduce energy use when on 

battery power.  This essentially eliminates the issue of 

bulb replacement as well.  

The Coast Guard published a SAFETY ALERT about 

this problem.  There have been documented cases 

where some substandard (read usually cheaper) LED 

lights caused significant degradation of the AIS and 

DSC signals.  However, even the better brands have 

been found to sometimes be bad.  Unfortunately, I do 

not have a list of specific brands that have been 

blamed so far.  

Before you start calling your electrician, perform a 

system check to determine if you are affected: 

1. Turn off all LED light(s). 

2. Tune the VHF radio to a quiet channel (e.g., 

Channel 13 or 17). 

3. Adjust the VHF radio’s squelch control until 

the radio outputs audio noise. 

4. Re-adjust the VHF radio’s squelch control 

until the audio noise is quiet, only slightly 

above the noise threshold. 

5. Turn on the LED light(s) one at a time. If the 

radio now outputs audio noise, then the LED 

lights have raised the noise floor. (Noise floor 

is generally the amount of interfering signals 

or static received beyond the specific signal or 

channel being monitored.) 

6. If the radio does not output audio noise, then 

the LED lights have not raised the noise floor. 

 

If the noise floor is found to have been raised, then it 

is likely that both shipboard VHF marine radio and 

AIS reception are being degraded by LED lighting. 

It would probably be wise to test the navigation lights 

first to see if the masthead lights are affecting the 

antenna, then the interior and exterior lights.  

 

In order to determine the full impact of this 

interference, the Coast Guard requests those 

experiencing this problem to report their experiences 

to the Coast Guard Navigation Center. Select 

“Maritime Telecommunications” on the subject drop 

down list, then briefly describe the make and model 

of LED lighting and radios effected, distance from 

lighting to antennas and radios effected, and any other 

information that may help understand the scope of the 

problem. 
                                CONTENTS
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Administratively 

Speaking 

        Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
 

 

 

 

 

merica’s Boating Club Rockville is off to a great 

new boating year! In March we celebrated the 

vernal equinox at the Fourth Annual "Sock Burning."  

We shared fellowship, socks and stories, food, 

beverages, and more. Thank you Paula and Greg for 

again hosting a wonderful event.   

 

Our April Dine and Learn focused on how America’s 

Boating Club, in partnership with Sea Scouts, can 

build more and safer future boaters.  Sea Scouts is a 

co-ed nautical program of the Boy Scouts of America 

for youth ages 14-20.  Our presenter, Todd Skiles, the 

National Ship Growth and Retention Chair, was 

unfortunately delayed with an Eagle Scout program 

in Manassas, but a panel of ABCR members and Sea 

Scout leaders -- Bill Moser, Paul Mermelstein, and 

Paula – pinch-hit. We all look forward to helping the 

Sea Scouts grow. Kay Permison, JN was the winner 

of the 50/50 drawing and graciously donated her share 

back to the Squadron. 

 

Join us Wednesday 8 May at Nantucket’s Reef 

Restaurant in Rockville to hear Rear Admiral (Ret) 

Chuck Saffell talk about what it is like to command 

the world’s largest boat (the USS Wasp).  His talk is 

entitled “Cruising with 5,000 of your Closest 

Friends.”  

 

Bring your questions and sea stories to one, two or all 

three Happy Hours as we get into the boating season. 

Tuesday 16 April, Matchbox on Rockville Pike, 

Tuesday 14 May, Nick’s Chop House in King Farm 

Rockville, and Tuesday 18 June at Ruth’s Chris in 

Crown section of Gaithersburg.  Thanks to P/C Steve 

Permison, JN for arranging these. 

 

ABC-Rockville is coordinating on-the-water 

activities with other squadrons up and down the Bay 

to create more events that are more accessible to more 

members. 

 

Please let us know what you do or do not like about 

events past and future and especially your ideas for 

great future events. Email me at 

admin@rspsonline.org or call 301.257.2676. 

 
CONTENTS 

               

 

 

Sailing Around the Delmarva 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

 

ant to get the experience of sailing overnight in 

the ocean and the excitement of an overnight 

cruise on the Chesapeake Bay?  Then consider joining 

us for our Delmarva Cruise.  Several ABC-Rockville 

members will be sailing nonstop around the 

DelMarVa over the weekend of 19-22 July.  This 360 

NM cruise will be led by Alan Karpas aboard s/v 

Hideaway and P/C Julien Hofberg, JN aboard s/v 

Phoenix. 

 

The cruise will start on the Severn River at 0900 on 

Friday, 19 July.  If we average 5 knots, we will arrive 

back in Annapolis at 0900 on Monday, 22 July.  

Direction of travel will depend on the wind and 

weather forecast for the weekend. 

 

If you want to take your own boat, it must have a 2019 

Vessel Safety Check (VSC) decal, paper charts 

covering the cruising area, at least one DSC enabled 

VHF radio connected to a GPS and programmed with 

your MMSI number, a backup VHF radio (handheld 

is acceptable) a chart plotter and a backup GPS 

(handheld is acceptable).  Radar and AIS are 

desirable, but not required. 

 

Each boat should have sufficient, competent crew to 

stand overnight watches.   Anyone wanting to crew 

on one of the boats should contact Alan Karpas – 

alankarpas@verizon.net or 301.757.5905. 
CONTENTS 
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Around the 

Squadron 
 

P/C Gil Rose, P 

 

 

 

 

 

ello all! No lie, it’s nice to be done as 

Commander, and yes while still on the Bridge, I 

can now put some energy in other directions and 

perhaps offer some broader opinions on my 

observations as well as others. Now I know how 

grandparents feel. 

 

P/C Craig Floyd, our new Skipjack Editor, wants this 

column to be a nice and breezy account of what our 

members have been doing in terms of vacations, new 

babies, boat purchases, etc. I might also add 

members’ responses to trainings they have taken 

would be appreciated, and other miscellaneous 

musings. So, with my first submission I ask all who 

read this to funnel information like this to me, and 

then I will put it together to share.  
 

One of my biggest revelations this past year is how 

very personal and specific our own water experiences 

are and what we want and need from it. This column 

could also touch on that aspect as well. Perhaps you 

could share what it is about your water activities 

that add to your life and help you to get out of the 

bed in the morning.  
 

Like most of you I am very busy getting ready for the 

season. I am also getting ready for another sailing 

adventure, but more on that upon my return. I do 

know of one vacation recently made by two couples 

in the club and I hope to have more information from 

them on that for you next month. 

 

I am finishing the Cruise Planning class and found it 

to be a great review for me in some areas and it got 

me to thinking about what I have already 

learned…and other areas that I still need to work on. 

The cruise planning presentation was very useful in 

that it shows that a successful cruise does not just 

happen and even a “simple” cruise is fraught with 

numerous what-ifs and modifications. The personal 

experiences and knowledge of the instructors rounded 

out the text and made the class worthwhile. With 

regards to the text, I feel it has a dated style to it that 

needs to be given to younger people to rewrite. 

 

Our boating knowledge provides us tools to achieve 

our personal water goals and this can be thought of as 

teaching people to read and ultimately write music, so 

we can write our own Water Music (with apologies to 

Handel). 

 

At dinner just the other day, my brother-in-law, who 

thinks boating is a total waste of money, rolled his 

eyes at me at all the work I was going through getting 

my sailboat Zheel Bear ready to launch.  He said 

“Nobody needs a boat” to which I responded, nobody 

needs a dream either. 

 

Your Aye, 

Gil 
CONTENTS 

        

 
 

 

Roger Picard Children’s Fund 

 
The D. Roger Picard Deserving Children's Fund is again 

sponsoring the participation of a deserving child at the 

Annapolis Maritime Museum Summer Camp. The Fund 

was created by ABC-Rockville P/C Roger Picard and 

welcomes additional tax-deductible donations. 

 

CONTENTS 

        

 

 

Answers to the Maryland Towns of Distinction quiz: 

(1:I, 2:A, 3:E, 4:G, 5:J, 6:H, 7:F, 8:C, 9:D, 10:B) 
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ABC - Rockville Calendar  

     

Date Day    Time Event Contact 

Apr     

 
10 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

General Membership Meeting  
Nantucket Reef Restaurant 
9755 Traville Gateway Drive 
Rockville, MD  20850 
Program: Sea Scout Recruiting and Retention 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
13 

 
Sat 

 
1000-1200 

AIS Seminar 
West Marine 
389 Deale Road 
Tracy, MD  20779 
Cost: Free 

 
Lt/C Brian Reed, JN 
seo@rspsonline.org 
301.540.0520 
 

 
16 

 
Tue 

 
1700-1900 

Happy Hour 
Matchbox Restaurant 
1699 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD  20852 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
25 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Rockville Sheraton 
920 King Farm Boulevard 
Rockville, MD  20850 

 
Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier, S 
cdr@rspsonline.org 
301.528.0753 

May     

 
6 

 
Mon 

 
1900-2100 

America’s Boating Course 
Walter Johnson High School 
6400 Rock Spring Drive 
Bethesda, MD  20814 
Cost: $50 – 5 weekly sessions 

 
Lt/C Brian Reed, JN 
seo@rspsonline.org 
301.540.0520 
 

 
8 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

General Membership Meeting  
Nantucket Reef Restaurant 
9755 Traville Gateway Drive 
Rockville, MD  20850 
Program: Rear Admiral (Ret) Chuck Saffell –  
   “Cruising with 5,000 of Your Closest Friends” 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
14 

 
Tue 

 
1700-1900 

Happy Hour 
Nick’s Chop House 
700 King Farm Boulevard 
Rockville, MD  20850 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
18-24 

  National Safe Boating Week 
 

 

 
 

22 

 
 
Wed 

 
 
1000-1400 

ABC-R on the Water 
Blue Angels Viewing 
aboard s/v Hideaway 
Severn River, near USNA 
(see write up on page 11) 

 
P/C Alan Karpas, JN 
alan.karpas@verizon.net 
301.757.5905 

 
22 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Café Promenade 
5225 Pooks Hill Road 
Bethesda, MD  20814 

 
Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier, S 
cdr@rspsonline.org 
301.528.0753 

http://www.rspsonline.org/
mailto:admin@rspsonline.org
mailto:seo@rspsonline.org
mailto:admin@rspsonline.org
mailto:cdr@rspsonline.org
https://www.usps.org/index.php/courses-another-version/abc-3
mailto:seo@rspsonline.org
mailto:admin@rspsonline.org
mailto:admin@rspsonline.org
mailto:alan.karpas@verizon.net
mailto:cdr@rspsonline.org
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Date Day    Time Event Contact 

Jun     

 
 

15 
16 

  ABC-R on the Water 
Father’s Day Raft-up 
TBD 
 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
18 

 
Tue 

 
1700-1900 

Happy Hour 
Ruth’s Chris 
106 Crowne Park Avenue 
Gaithersburg, MD  20878 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
25 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Café Promenade 
5225 Pooks Hill Road 
Bethesda, MD  20814 

 
Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier, S 
cdr@rspsonline.org 
301.528.0753 

Jul     

 
 

19-21 

  ABC-R on the Water 
DelMarVa Cruise 
(see write-up on page 8) 

 
P/C Alan Karpas, JN 
alan.karpas@verizon.net 
301.757.5905 

 
24 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Café Promenade 
5225 Pooks Hill Road 
Bethesda, MD  20814 

 
Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier, S 
cdr@rspsonline.org 
301.528.0753 

 
25-28 

  District 5 Summer Council Meeting 
Somers Cove Marina 
715 Broadway Avenue 
Crisfield, MD  21817 

 
D/Lt/C Walter Neese, SN 
walt@walterworkshardware.com 
410.728.7275 
 

Aug     

 
28 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Café Promenade 
5225 Pooks Hill Road 
Bethesda, MD  20814 

 
Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier, S 
cdr@rspsonline.org 
301.528.0753 

Sep     

 
14 

 
Sat 

 
1100-1500 

General Membership Meeting – Fall Picnic 
Bowley’s Marina 
1700 Bowley’s Quarters Road 
Bowley’s Quarters, MD  21220 
Program: Fire Training and Auction 

 
Lt/C Jeff Cornish, AP 
admin@rspsonline.org 
301.257.2676 

 
25 

 
Wed 

 
1800-2100 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Café Promenade 
5225 Pooks Hill Road 
Bethesda, MD  20814 

 
Cdr Paula Sind-Prunier, S 
cdr@rspsonline.org 
301.528.0753 
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   SOCIAL  FLOTSAM AND JETSAM 
 

 

The Angels are Coming! 

P/C Alan Karpas, JN 

 

t is almost May and that means that the 

Midshipmen at the US Naval Academy are getting 

ready for graduation/Commissioning on Friday, 24 

May.  That means that the famous Blue Angels will 

be coming to Annapolis and performing in their 

honor.  This annual event is one of the most exciting 

shows you will ever see.    

 

As in the past, I will be sailing to Mill Creek off of 

Whitehall Bay on Tuesday, 21 May and anchoring 

overnight so I can get up early and get a premier spot 

on the “line” for the show on Wednesday.  Hopefully 

several of you who have boats will raft up with me so 

we can have another great ABC - Rockville event.  

Tuesday night I will anchor just off Cantler’s Crab 

House and dingy over so we can enjoy our first Hard 

Shells of the year. 

 

I will, as I have done in the past, pick up by dinghy 

those who want to come to Annapolis on Wednesday, 

just for the show.  I have plenty of room aboard for 

everyone.  We will order a deli platter from Chick & 

Ruth’s in 

Annapolis so I 

will need to 

know how 

many will be 

joining us.  

Please let me 

know if you 

are interested in rafting overnight on Tuesday and/or 

raft on Wednesday, or want to drive to Annapolis and 

watch the show from my boat.  The best way to make 

your reservation is through email – 

alankarpas@verizon.net.  Call if you have any 

questions – 301.767.5905. 

CONTENTS 

 

 

 

Maryland Towns of Distinction 

P/C Ed Wise, AP 

The following quiz was taken from the May 1996 

edition of The Skipjack … how many do you know?  

Match the letters to the numbers! (see pg 8 for the answers) 

1. Annapolis A. Home of three 

Chesapeake 3-

masted schooners 

2. Bethel B. Important early port 

on the Nanticoke 

River 

3. Cambridge C. First capital of 

Maryland Province 

4. Chestertown D. First marine 

biological 

laboratory found 

here 

5. French-town E. Three former 

Maryland governors 

are buried here 

6. Oxford F. Early county seat of 

Charles County 

7. Port Tobacco G. Site of earliest 

liberal arts college 

in Maryland 

8. St. Mary’s City H. Leading port on the 

Eastern Shore 

9. Solomon’s Island I. Became capital of 

Maryland Province 

in 1694 

10. Vienna J. Western terminus of 

early railroad that 

connected the 

Chesapeake region 

with New Castle, 

Delaware 

CONTENTS 
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